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FARE welcomes National Cabinet decision to act on
alcohol to help prevent gendered violence

6 September 2024:

Today National Cabinet agreed to take action on alcohol to help prevent gender-based violence and
violence against children in Australia.

Addressing the media this morning, the Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP said, “We
focused on action in four areas: supporting the critical work of frontline services, turning our eyes on
perpetrators to stop violence from escalating, providing more support for children and young people
who have experienced violence, and tackling the impacts of alcohol on violence.”

A media statement released by the Prime Minister today and agreed to by First Ministers stated,
“Acknowledging the role that systems and industries can play in exacerbating violence, State and
Territory First Ministers agreed to review alcohol laws and its impact on family and domestic
violence victims to identify and share best practice and reforms and to report back to National
Cabinet on progress.”

Kym Valentine, an experienced television/theatre actor and Survivor Advocate, applauded National
Cabinet members for acknowledging the role alcohol plays in exacerbating and increasing rates of
family and domestic violence.

“As a victim survivor and an advocate for the voice of people with a lived experience — thank you.
“Thank you for hearing us, and for believing us.

“For far too long, it has been politically controversial to take action on alcohol — despite the fact that
the link between alcohol and violence has always been categorically undeniable.

“For victim survivors and children this is a significant moment. Our real-life experiences can’t be
ignored, suppressed or denied any more.”

Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) CEO Caterina Giorgi welcomed National
Cabinet’s commitment to acting on alcohol as part of its approach to preventing gender-based
violence.

“We welcome the Prime Minister’s acknowledgement of alcohol as a priority at today’s National
Cabinet meeting and thank him and the First Ministers for their commitment to reviewing laws on
alcohol to reflect best practice.”

“We look forward to continuing to work with all states and territories to ensure that the voices of
victim survivors are heard throughout this process and that the laws on alcohol prioritise the health
and wellbeing of women and children.”
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Media outlets are requested to promote help-seeking information when reporting on alcohol and
other drugs, in line with the Mindframe National Guidelines.

Suggested wording relating this this media story: If you or someone you know needs support, please
call Lifeline 13 11 14, the National 24/7 Alcohol and Other Drugs Hotline 1800 250 015 or
1800RESPECT 1800 737 732.

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) is a not-for-profit organisation with a vision for an Australia free
from alcohol harms — where communities are healthy and well and where laws, policies and programs are fair, equitable
and just. Working with local communities, people with lived experience of alcohol harm, values-aligned organisations,
health professionals, researchers and governments across the nation, we are improving the health and wellbeing of
everyone in Australia.

To learn more about us and our work visit www.fare.org.au
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