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FARE’S ASSESSMENT

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) asked the major political parties to respond to 
questions about alcohol policy, based on the FARE 2016 election platform

Hidden harm: Targeting alcohol’s impact on children and families.  
This scorecard is based on the responses received from the parties. 

FARE is an independent, not-for-profit organisation working to stop the harm caused by alcohol. 

A majority (78 per cent) of Australians think that we have a problem with alcohol,
and believe that more needs to be done to address alcohol’s harm.

So where do the major   parties stand on alcohol policy measures this election?

ALCOHOL POLICY SCORECARD
2016 FEDERAL ELECTION

The ALP committed $18 million for FASD and action to limit alcohol advertising to children. 
They were silent on alcohol taxation reform and public education campaigns.

The Coalition announced a $10.5 million commitment to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 
(FASD). They were not supportive of changes to alcohol taxation and alcohol advertising.

The Greens supported policies across all six areas. More specifically they supported alcohol 
warning labels and abolishing the Wine Equalisation Tax (WET) in favour of a volumetric tax.

 

 
 
22 June 2016 
 
Mr Michael Thorn 
Chief Executive 
Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education 
PO Box 19 
Deakin West ACT 2600 
 
Dear Mr Thorn, 
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence on behalf of the Foundation for Alcohol Research and 
Education (FARE), giving Labor the opportunity to state our position on the community harm 
caused by alcohol, especially as it affects children and families. We apologise for the delay in 
responding to you. 
 
FARE has played a vitally important research and public education role for more than 15 years, 
building evidence and encouraging communities, industry and policy-makers to take action to 
prevent alcohol-related harm. 
 
Labor recognises that Australia has a significant challenge in relation to alcohol consumption and 
acknowledges the unacceptable level of harm it can cause.  
 
The Royal Australasian College of Physicians estimates that alcohol misuse causes 5,000 deaths 
and 150,000 hospitalisations every year. As well as the profound personal and social costs, the 
economic costs of this, including healthcare costs and lost productivity, have been estimated to be 
as high as $36 billion a year. 
 
In his address to the Australian Medical Association’s National Alcohol Summit in October 2014, 
Bill Shorten highlighted the urgent need to tackle alcohol-related violence and alcohol-related 
harm through a national strategic approach and coordination. 
 
National Alcohol Strategy 
A Shorten Labor Government will develop a new National Alcohol Strategy as part of a 
comprehensive $300 million Building Healthy Communities and Preventing Chronic Disease 
Prevention Plan.  
 
The Strategy will focus on evidence-based measures to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms, 
including alcohol-related violence. It will also focus on the riskiest behaviours, like binge drinking, 
and the most vulnerable populations, like Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and young 
Australians. 

PARTY RESPONSE

http://fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/campaign/election-platform/Coalition-Team-Response-to-FARE-election-platform.pdf
http://fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/campaign/election-platform/Labor-Response-to-FARE-elctn-platform.pdf
http://fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/campaign/election-platform/Di-Natale-Response-FARE-election-platform-20-June16.pdf
http://fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/campaign/election-platform/FARE-ELECTION-PLATFORM-2016-WEB.pdf
http://fare.org.au/election-platform-2016/



