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Summary
This project examines the relationship between income disparity and the rates of key alcohol-caused harms at a local-area level in Australia. It has the potential to significantly extend the understanding of geographic patterns in the extent and nature of alcohol-caused harm, and how this relates to social and contextual factors evident at the local level.
The study used hospitalisation data obtained from the National Hospital Morbidity Database, deaths obtained from the ABS Mortality Datafile, and Local Government Area (LGA-level) income and other socio-demographic information obtained from the 2001 census.
Using this data, the project team developed measures of income disparity for all local areas as well as measures of the rates of key alcohol related harms (hospitalisation and death wholly caused by drinking) for local areas, and rates for a number of control conditions such as diverticulitis. The project team examined the relationship between income inequality and the rate of alcohol caused harms at an LGA level, and mapped the relationship between income inequality and the rate of alcohol caused harms in Australian local areas.
Outcomes
This study found that income inequality was significantly and strongly associated with hospitalisations wholly caused by acute drinking, hospitalisations wholly caused by chronic drinking, and deaths wholly caused by chronic drinking.
In general the results showed that increasing income inequality at the local-area level was associated with increasing rates of alcohol caused harm.
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