FASD Clinic Funding: FARE and NAAPA welcome state government announcement
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Today’s announcement that the Baird Government will invest in the prevention of harm to children from alcohol has been welcomed by the country’s leading alcohol research and advocacy organisation and an alliance of 47 organisations working to promote evidence-based actions to prevent alcohol-related harms in NSW.
The NSW ACT Alcohol Policy Alliance (NAAPA) says the Baird Government should be commended for committing funds to the establishment of the Centre for the Prevention of Harm to Children and Adolescents from Drugs and Alcohol, which will incorporate a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Clinic.
The Centre will bring together a range of health and medical experts to assist children and young people affected by alcohol and drugs including children with FASD. The Centre will also support the training and up-skilling of health professionals so vitally needed in this field.
Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) Chief Executive, Michael Thorn says the announcement is very welcome because it recognises the important work that Professor Elizabeth Elliott has led at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead, where FARE supported the establishment of Australia’s first FASD Clinic to pilot approaches for the diagnosis and management of FASD.
“I am pleased that the NSW Government is committing to ongoing funding for the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Clinic and an expansion of the Clinic’s work to address alcohol’s impact on children and young people,” Mr Thorn said.
NAAPA, of which FARE is a founding member, called for $1.2 million over four years to establish a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) clinic at the Children’s Hospital at Westmead in Sydney in its recent NSW Election Platform. Funding support for the clinic has now been committed to by both the NSW Government and Opposition.
“With this announcement today, we now have a commitment from both major parties to support the funding of a clinic for the diagnosis and management of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders, a lifelong condition that affects too many Australians. This will make a significant difference to the lives of people affected by FASD, their parents and carers. We look forward to working with the NSW Government to clarify the Centre’s role, governance, operation and research priorities,” Mr Thorn said.
NAAPA will shortly release a scorecard grading the State’s parties on their commitment to alcohol policies ahead of this month’s State Election.
Michael Thorn says that he looks forward to the Government’s response to the scorecard.
“Today’s announcement is very welcome and it is my hope that we will now see both major parties recognising the need to commit to a broad range of evidence-based policy measures ahead of the State Election,” Mr Thorn said.
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